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ordered to be sold*1 Most of these persons were in exile and
henceforth had to depend upon charity. Even then they had
no thought of compounding for their forfeited possessions with
those whom they regarded as the murderers of their sovereign.
Hyde wrote:
*I know no other counsel to give you than by the grace of God I
mean to follow myself, which is to starve really and literally with the
comfort of having endeavoured to avoid it by all honest courses, and
rather to bear it than to do anything contrary to my duty. Com-
pounding is a thing I do not understand^ nor how a man can do it
to save his life. We must play out the game with that courage as
becomes gamesters, who were first engaged by conscience against all
motives of temptation and interest, and to be glad to let the world
know that we were carried on only by conscience'.2
Some of the dependants of those whose estates were forfeited
suffered nearly as severely as the chief delinquents themselves.
For example the heir of the earl of Derby (executed in 1651)
was granted by parliament £500 a year from his father's lands
because, as a member said, his family was in a most distressing
condition and, failing relief, would have to go begging.3
The humbler royalists, without influence or powerful friends,
suffered more than the erstwhile rich nobleman, who usually
managed to save something from the wreck of his fortunes.
They might have endured the loss of their stock and the
plundering of their homes. Forced contributions and taxes
might have consumed whatever ready money remained after
voluntary gifts of plate and cash to the royal cause had been
made. When the fighting was over and it became necessary
for the defeated to make terms with the victors, a long and
vexatious delay ensued4 before the amount of the fine was fixed.
Then there was great difficulty in raising it, and often the com-
pounder had to sell land when the market was glutted by the
action of others similarly situated. How much land actually
changed hands the defective state of the records makes it im-
possible to say, and this is unfortunately particularly true of
lands that were permanently alienated by their former owners.
1 See Acts and Ordinances, ii. 520-45. Cf. p. 169 above for other confiscations,
and Calendar of the Proceedings of the Committee for Compounding, i (1889), Preface.
* Clarendon State Papers, iii. 23.	3 Burton Diary, ii. 80-1.
4 Thus the case of the royalist lord mayor of London, Sir Richard Gurney,
began in August 1644 and ended in June 1654. (Calendar of the Proceedings of the
Committee for Compouriding, v [1892], xxi.)

